The Dennis P. Rando Cadet Humanitarian – Important ~ Please take a moment to read

August 4, 2009

Hello all, 

It’s that time of year when I like to take a moment to introduce our new cadet parents on FamNet and all the Class web site parents to the Rando Fund and its mission and remind all of us of our need to continue to support the Rando Fund.  I’d also like to talk about the Rando Fund Quilt Raffle that we will hold each year around the time of Parents’ Weekend and how it benefits the Rando Fund.  So, I’m going to ask for you indulgence and do this in two parts ~ The first part will be to introduce the Rando Fund. The second to talk about this year’s Rando Fund Quilt.   
So, what is the Dennis P. Rando Cadet Humanitarian Fund? 
C1C Dennis P. Rando of E. Bridgewater, MA lost his life in a flight training accident on September 30, 1996 at the Academy.  Dennis is the son of Paul and Toni Rando and the brother of Denise Rando. His Instructor Pilot, Capt. Clay Smith, lost his life in the accident as well. Tragically, two other cadets - Mark Dostal and Pace Webber - and their Air Force flight instructors - Capts Dan Fischer and Glenn Comeaux - also lost their lives in separate flight trainer accidents at the Academy in 1995 and 1997.   There is a memorial to these outstanding young men who lost their lives while serving their country at: http://www.falconpride.com/t3/   You also should know that design issues with the aircraft used at the time was the cause of these accidents, and those aircraft are no longer a part of the AF’s inventory.   Those planes were literally “scrapped” by the AF. 

Dennis was an admirable and very well-liked cadet. Most who knew him were very impressed by his friendliness, willingness to help others, his generosity, and his compassion. Dennis is described by many as "the epitome of a cadet” and his passion was to be an AF pilot and to fly. 

At the time of Dennis’ funeral here in the Boston area, six cadets who were Dennis’ close friends, flew to Massachusetts and served as an honor guard at his funeral.  Following the funeral, former Eastern Massachusetts Parents’ Association President, Bob Caggiano in speaking with the cadets learned that they had paid their own way to Massachusetts to attend the funeral.  It was later learned, that neither the AFA nor any of the service academies have monies in their budgets to fund sending an honor guard of six cadets to a fellow cadet’s funeral.  Bob Caggiano went onto the FamNet’s predecessor – a listserv operated by the AFA – and asked if other parents would be willing to donate funds to reimburse the cadets for their travel to Massachusetts.  Well, in typical cadet parent fashion, the response was tremendous.  In need of about $1,800, parents donated something like $4,000.   It was then that Bob conceived the concept of the Rando Fund.  His idea?  Why not take the extra donated funds and set up a permanent fund, primarily supported by cadet parents and parents’ clubs so that when situations like this occur in the future, the AFA would have the ability to send a six man cadet honor guard to a fellow cadet’s funeral.  Attending a fellow cadet’s funeral would allow the cadets to say a final good-bye to their friend and also represent to the deceased cadet’s family, the gift of the attendance of these six cadets, paid for by other cadet parents and friends.  This became the fund’s primary mission.  Additionally, a second mission was added.  In the event that a serious situation occurs in a cadet’s family - the passing of a family member or best friend, a serious illness or injury of a family members, etc, and the AFA approves an emergency leave -  if the cadet and cadet’s family has a financial need and cannot afford to purchase a plane ticket, dedicated dollars are available within the Rando Fund to pay for that air fare.  Again, the funds are given as a gift to the needy cadet and his family from other cadet families.  How very special is that!! 


Working with the Academy’s then superintendent, General Paul Stein, Bob Caggiano and the Rando Fund’s first president, Diane Mackey, were successful in having the Rando Fund and its mission officially approved by the AF and AFA.  This past fall the Fund celebrated its 11th anniversary.  To date, the Fund has raised and spent over $225,000 funding its missions.  It is because of our generous donors – primarily individual cadet families and Cadet Parents’ Clubs – that we have continued so strongly as an organization.  If not for the Rando Fund, there is no other organization that could provide this kind of support for the cadets.  So, I always tell all grad parents and cadet parents that we should proudly pat ourselves on our backs for the work that we do on behalf of these young men and women who voluntarily made the decision to support their country.  


You should know that our job is fund raising – we raise the dollars that are then transferred via an accounting process with the AF and AFA to a special account at the AFA.  The Superintendent has assigned management of the Rando Fund account to the Chaplains’ Office.  The chaplains, working with the AOC’s, make all determinations as to who will participate in the honor guard and travel to fellow cadet’s funeral.  They also make the determinations related to a cadet and cadet family’s level of financial need if the cadet requires financial assistance to get home in an emergency situation.  There is no input from me or from the Fund’s trustees.  From the outset, it was established that the chaplains were the professionals who were best suited to manage these types of situations.   It’s a system that has worked well now for 11 years.

You should also know that the president, who is also a trustee, along with the fund’s board of trustees (Bob Caggiano, Diane Mackey, Paul and Toni Rando) are all uncompensated volunteers.   All costs associated with running the Fund, are paid for by dedicated donations, meaning we have no overhead costs nor are there any expense accounts of any kind.    
So, I started this note asking a question.  What is the Dennis P. Rando Cadet Humanitarian Fund??  Hopefully you have come to the realization, that YOU are the Rando Fund.  Without your support, we cannot continue this work.  
Donation can be send to me at:
Jack Bernazzani

Rando Fund

136 Orange St.

Roslindale, MA 02131

Make checks payable to:  Rando Fund.
Please read my next email about our Annual Rando Fund Quilt Raffle that is held at this time. It’s a way for you to donate to the Fund, but also win one of two wonderful handmade quilts.  
Jack B.
Jack Bernazzani

President, Dennis P. Rando Cadet Humanitarian Fund

Roslindale, MA

Capt. Joel, ’03, A-10, Osan AFB, South Korea

Sgt. Kate, Avionics Tech, Beaufort USMC Air Station, SC

