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In late June, your son or daughter will be dropped off at the Academy’s doorstep.  The march up 
the ramp marks the end of the long process that began with the application, then the nomination 
and finally the appointment to the United States Air Force Academy (USAFA).  It is also the 
beginning of his/her four-year journey as a Cadet.  As parents, we learn very quickly that the 
experience our sons or daughters have embarked upon is unique and challenging, and not at all 
like sending them off to a traditional university.  No matter how well prepared we think we are, 
the Academy experience can only truly be understood by those who have lived it. 
 
The Northern Illinois Parents Club is pleased to distribute this guide on Cadet Life and Language 
to the families of the exceptional young men and women who will be attending the United States 
Air Force Academy.  This guide does not replace the publications of the Academy and is 
intended as a quick reference. It will also help in understanding some of the processes and 
systems within the Academy. Anticipate that certain elements of cadet training will change from 
year to year. Keep this in mind as you read.  Most importantly, remember that there is no 
publication that can replace the information your Cadet will share with you.  Each Cadet is 
different, and the sharing of this information may come quickly, or may take months or even 
years.  The Academy, as viewed though the eyes, ears, and communications from your Cadet 
will ultimately become your own personal “Guide to Cadet Life”.  
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Basic Cadet Training (BCT), or “BEAST” as it is “lovingly” referred to, marks the beginning of 
the indoctrination process as your cadet transitions from civilian to military life. Your cadet is 
still not officially a cadet at this time, and is referred to as a “basic cadet”.  Cadet status is earned 
at the end of the six-week period of BCT.  Beast is broken up into two major parts, 1st Beast and 
2nd Beast. 
 
First Beast begins with In-Processing on the day of arrival.  The initial phase of this begins at 
Doolittle Hall (the Association of Graduates building).  Parents can accompany their son or 
daughter to Doolittle Hall, although some cadets prefer to make the trip to USAFA on their own. 
This is just a personal decision for your family.  If you do come to Doolittle Hall, be sure to say 
your good-bys before your cadet starts up the stairs to the second floor to begin his initial 
inprocessing. After that, you may be able to watch him/her board a bus to the Academy cadet 
area, but he/she won’t be able to talk to you.   If your son/daughter chooses to travel to USAFA 
alone, consider participating in the “Bed and Breakfast” program sponsored by the AOG. 
Incoming cadets spend the night with a local family, who provide dinner, breakfast and 
transportation to Doolittle Hall on Inprocessing Day.  
 
This first long day continues in the cadet area.  The standard haircut and many administrative 
functions take place.  The issuance of all necessary clothing and grooming items also takes place 
and if your cadet refers to “bag drag”, it is just that----moving from place to place with a large 
bag to collect those items. Training on how to march, fall-in, military decorum, and memorizing 
pages of Air Force traditions and customs begins almost immediately.  For some young men and 
women, this entry into a very disciplined atmosphere is a “culture shock”.  No matter how well 
prepared they think they are, the actual experience usually takes a little adjustment.  The first few 
days are frequently described as a big blur of much activity. 
 
On their arrival at the Academy, basic cadets are given a Fourth Class Training Guide.  Among 
some of the important information for parents within this guide are as follows:  Basic cadets are 
not allowed to possess food, candy, soft drinks, or tobacco products unless authorized.  They are 
not allowed to use abbreviations, contractions or acronyms.  They are not allowed to date or 
socialize with cadets of the upper three classes.  They are required to perform details as required 
by the squadron.  They do not wear civilian clothing. There are seven proper responses that they 
may use when questioned by an upper-class cadet or officer.  These are “Yes, sir/ma’am”; “No, 
sir/ma’am”; “Sir/ma’am, I do not know”; “Sir/ma’am, may I make a statement?”  “Sir/ma’am, 
may I ask a question?” “Sir/ma’am, I do not understand”, “No excuse, sir/ma’am.”  They will be 
required to memorize rifle stock number and serial number and safeguard the rifle against loss or 
damage.  Within the first two days of BCT, they are required to notify parents or guardians of the 
proper format for sending mail during BCT.  They must also advise parents and friends to not 
send food packages during BCT.  A basic cadet who receives food packages will immediately 
turn them over to his or her element leader who will decide the final disposition of the package---
and your basic cadet would rather avoid that type of attention. Do not send packages during 
BCT!  
 
The morning after their arrival at the Academy, the Basics are assembled in formation for their 
swearing-in ceremony, during which they take the oath that makes them members of the Armed                                                                                                                                            
Forces of the United States.  This is a brief, but impressive ceremony which sets the tone for the  
seriousness of the training ahead.  In addition to marching in formation for that ceremony, they 
can usually be viewed at their first noon formation from the Chapel wall of the Academy.     
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First Beast is approximately 2 ½ weeks, and takes place on the main Academy grounds, or the 
Hill.  It constitutes a period of transition from civilian life to the rigors of the military 
environment in which an individual must react quickly and learn how to budget their time and 
carefully utilize every second.  The philosophy of training achieves assimilating each individual 
into an integral part of a unit.  During 1st BCT, each basic participates in a great deal of physical 
exercise, which includes much running.  The Basics will be required to be at a position of strict 
military attention at all times (except during specific break times) and must show respect to all 
upperclassmen.  In the dining hall, each Basic will receive an ample amount of food, but will 
retain military bearing while eating.  Daytime hours will be filled with lectures on various 
aspects of cadet and Air Force life, academic placement exams, knowledge tests, military drill, 
inspections, and intramural athletics. Intramurals offer the best opportunity to “let off steam” and 
promote teamwork.  Days are long, usually beginning at 0530 hours with reveille and ending 
with taps at 2200 hours. 
 
There is no hazing, physical or otherwise, involved in Beast.  But your basic cadet will be 
required to meet rigorous standards of decorum, appearance and performance. Learning to 
perform, as a unit sometimes requires learning to accept discipline as a unit. At the same time, 
working together and helping each other contributes to the spirit of team building and group 
success and achievement. A very special camaraderie develops within each BCT squadron ---and 
new Doolies all have many stories to tell of how they learned to survive the rigors of Beast.  If 
they write about spending time in the chapel, don’t be surprised.  The chapel is a true sanctuary 
from the training of upperclassmen and an earned moment of rest and peace.  
 
Rodeo Day / Baseball Game 
At the time of printing, the Rodeo Day / Baseball Game had not been scheduled.  These events 
may not be part of BCT this year. 
 
Second Beast begins after the March To Jack’s Valley, a wooded area approximately two miles 
north of the cadet area.  A new set of BCT cadre (upperclassmen involved in the training 
process) takes over. 2nd Beast training is more intense and aggressive and physically 
challenging.  Cadets spend their days learning many facets of military life.  The assault course, 
the leadership reaction course, the confidence course, air base ground defense, and exposure to 
military aircraft and firearms are among the challenges that make up the Jack’s Valley 
experience. These tests of physical endurance, mobility, and teamwork give each individual and 
group a real sense of confidence and achievement.  For this reason, most basic cadets like 2nd 
Beast better than 1st Beast.  Second Beast also holds a brief period of relaxation.  The Chaplain’s 
Picnic is on a Sunday near the end of 2nd Beast, and while the good and plentiful food is 
important, the fact that the upperclass cadre are out of the Valley for the picnic is reason for 
celebration.  Training is suspended for the moment. 
                                                                                                                                           
It is important to emphasize that the best thing---indeed the only real thing---that parents can do 
to support their basic cadet during BCT is to WRITE LETTERS ! Write frequently---even every 
day if you can. Just remember that getting news from home will often be the brightest spot in a 
long and challenging day! Keep your letters upbeat and supportive. Send greeting cards, 
newspaper clippings, and cartoons, etc.--- whatever you think might boost your cadet’s spirits.  
On the other hand, don’t be disappointed or surprised if letters from your basic cadet are few and 
far between. It’s not that they don’t want to write----it’s just that they have so little personal 
time---and if they do have some free moments, they often try to catch a bit of much needed sleep. 
In support of parents during this stressful time, both the USAFA and the Association of 
Graduates (AOG) post photo galleries of the various phases of BCT on their websites. Be sure to 
look for them! They really help you understand what your basic cadet is going through.  
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Doolie Day Out.  Doolie Day Out is a well-deserved break in the life of the Basic Cadets. 
Academy & Air Force personnel and Academy sponsors in the Colorado Springs area other, will 
open up their homes for an afternoon of relaxation and food (that doesn’t have to be eaten at 
attention).  This is the first time the Basic Cadets have been off the Academy grounds.  Finally, 
this is the day that basic cadets are permitted to call home!  Be sure to be available!  
  
Acceptance Parade / Transition 
 
At the end of 2nd Beast, all basic cadets and BCT cadre join with Academy leadership in a 
march---a staged Warrior Run---back to the Academy complex from Jack’s Valley, and the 
transition into the academic year begins.  The Acceptance Parade marks the official completion 
of BCT and the formal acceptance of each basic as a cadet and member of the Cadet Wing of the 
United States Air Force Academy. During this special parade, BCT flights march in an inverted 
wing formation to join their respective new academic year squadrons, which then do a pass-and-
review as complete 4-class squadrons.   A squadron ceremony follows the parade, and the new 
cadets receive their fourth class shoulder boards, the visible symbol of their achievement and 
acceptance.  Cadets will also take the Academy Honor Code oath at this time. Your cadet is now 
a C4C, cadet fourth class, often referred to as a 4-degree.  This transition period is a busy time.  
The first official packages from home can be picked up following Acceptance. Indeed parents 
can mail their care packages so that they will be waiting at the post office on Acceptance Day 
(Just write “Hold for Acceptance Day” on the outside).  Trips to the C-store (Cadet Store) for 
food also become a legal activity.  Their computers and books are issued, they move into their 
new squadrons, and cadet academic life is underway.  At this time, cadets will be able to start 
communicating with you by cell phone and computer (email and instant messaging). 
 
Sponsors 
 
Each cadet is assigned a host family in the Colorado Springs area as their sponsor. Many of these 
sponsors are active duty, reserve, or retired Air Force, although civilians also serve as sponsors.  
Especially during their fourth class year, this sponsor provides a “home away from home”, where 
a cadet may go on a sponsor pass to relax.  It also often provides a unique relationship for the 
cadet with a member of the Air Force who can be helpful in helping to understand military life.  
The cadet/sponsor family relationship will vary for each cadet.  For some, it is the establishment 
of lifelong relationships.  For others, it is a temporary, but meaningful part of their academy 
experience. (Note:  That if one sponsor does not work out for any reason, it is possible to 
request a new sponsor.)  
 
Parents’ Weekend 
 
Labor Day weekend of each year is Parents’ Weekend at the Academy.  For fourth-class cadets, 
it is an especially important weekend.  It’s the first opportunity that they have to see their family,                                                                                                                                          
and to leave the Academy.  If it is at all possible, try to be there---especially that first year. You  
will be amazed at the changes you see in son or daughter---and it will give you a first hand 
glimpse into their new life at the Academy.  Cadets are able to spend some overnights with you 
and there are activities and briefings planned for parents during the long weekend.  If you can 
arrive by Thursday night, you will have an opportunity to attend classes with your cadet on 
Friday----then go to noon formation, a parade and a squadron open house. At the end of the 
squadron open house, cadets can stay with their parents, returning by a designated time on 
Monday. Parents of upperclassmen generally also continue to visit their cadets during this 
weekend, so Colorado Springs hotels fill up quickly.  This weekend has been referred to as being 
second in importance only to graduation.  The Academy sends all parents an information guide 
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prior to this weekend and also posts it on its website, but usually not in time to obtain good hotel 
reservations.  Parents are advised to make those reservations early---preferably by early summer. 
(If you have trouble finding accommodations in Colorado Springs, you might also look at Castle 
Rock, about 20 minutes north of the Academy’s North Gate.)  During that first Parents Weekend, 
be flexible and don’t try to plan too much. Most C4C cadets just want to get away from the 
Academy relax, catch up on sleep, eat and simply unwind.   
 
Leave / Pass Time  
 
Formal leave time is generally defined as Thanksgiving, Winter Break, Spring and Summer 
Break.  Never make travel plans for your cadet without first confirming with him/her the exact 
dates and times of allowed departure and required return. Dates listed for long-term general 
planning purposes can sometimes change, especially in the summer, depending on Academy 
needs.  The Academy does provide bus service to both the Colorado Springs and Denver airports 
for Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Spring breaks. Cadet passes to leave the academy grounds are 
authorized by regulation and governed by class year, squadron and discretion.  Passes are very 
limited during the fourth class year. If you, your friends or relatives are traveling in the Colorado 
Springs area, please know that passes are limited, and that cadet schedules do not allow room for 
unannounced visitors.  All such visits should be scheduled with your cadet well in advance to 
determine if they are even possible. 
 
Money 
 
It is possible, but difficult, for a cadet to survive the four years at the Academy without outside 
“subsidy”.  However, some parents do provide additional funds to their cadets for extras, such as 
an occasional ski weekend, or help with telephone costs (either telephone credit cards or cell 
phone), or laundry and food coupons. Of course, care packages from home are always welcome! 
 
Clubs / Activities  
 
USAFA has a wide variety of clubs and activities available for cadet participation. You can find 
many of these listed on the Academy’s website.  Each cadet has the opportunity to join in his/her 
area of interest as well as to participate in intercollegiate, club, or intramural sports. Indeed 
intramural sports, for those not involved in intercollegiate sports, are a required part of cadet life. 
There are also many opportunities for cadets to volunteer their services within the community. 
Available time is often the limiting consideration in determining the level of cadet participation.                                                                                                                        
 
Mail / Packages / E-mail / Phones 
 
Mail:    The Academy will inform your cadet of his official post office box number. You will 
usually know this even before Inprocessing.  All cadets’ mailboxes are located at the Cadet Post 
Office in Vandenburg Hall.  Your cadet will keep this same PO Box throughout his four years at 
USAFA. Initially, mail for your basic cadet should be addressed as follows. 
                             Basic Cadet Name                       (Cadet’s first and last name) 
                             P.O. Box XXXX                                        (Cadet’s PO box #) 
                             USAF Academy, CO   80841-XXXX       (Cadet’s PO box #) 
 
After Acceptance, the designation of Basic Cadet will change to C4C, and then in subsequent 
years, to C3C, then C2C, and finally C1C. The remainder of the address remains the same.  
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The importance of frequent and regular mail from home during Basic Cadet Training has been 
emphasized. During that time, mail is the only available line of communication between you and 
your cadet. However, even as cadets gain access to computers, and then later to phones, regular 
mail from home remains an important source of support throughout all four years at the 
Academy. Finding a personal letter from family or friends in their mailbox is guaranteed to 
brighten a cadet’s day. 
 
Packages:  Packages sent through the United States Postal Service (USPS) should be addressed 
in the same way that you mail your letters, using your cadet’s PO Box number and the 80841 zip 
code as above.  If you request Priority Mail when you send these packages, they will usually 
arrive in 2 days from Chicago---and are guaranteed to arrive in 3 days. Cadets will receive a slip 
in their mailbox to inform them that they have received a package. For most packages, including 
your “care” packages, this is probably the preferred method of mailing because cadets can pick 
them up right at the Cadet Post Office when they check their regular mail.  Packages mailed by 
any other means are sent to a different location and cadets have to pay a service fee when they 
pick them up.   
 
Packages sent by United Parcel Service (UPS), DHL Express, Federal Express (FedEx), or 
Airborne Express cannot be delivered to post office boxes. These packages are received at the 
Package Stop, located in Arnold Hall. For these packages only, use the following address: 
                        Your cadet’s Name                              (No nicknames, please) 
                        2302 Cadet Drive, PO Box XXXX           (Cadet’s PO Box #) 
                        USAF Academy, CO  80840-XXXX        (Cadet’s PO Box #) 
These services require a phone number on the shipping label.  Use 719-333-4622, the number for 
the Package Stop. Cadets are notified daily when a package has arrived. They will then pick 
them up at Arnold Hall, and will have to pay a $2.00 service fee per package at the time of 
pickup. Packages not picked up within 2 weeks will be returned to sender. 
 
Remember that packages should not be sent to basic cadets during BCT. Fourth class cadets may 
receive their first packages on Acceptance Day. Needless to say, care packages from home are 
always welcomed and very much appreciated by ALL cadets. 
 
E-Mail:  Once cadets receive their computers they should be able to communicate with you and 
others by e-mail. Each cadet has a USAFA e-mail address.  This is widely used on a daily basis 
for official communications regarding military and academic activities, and must be accessible to 
cadets at all times. However, cadet Academy e-mailboxes are of a limited size, and if they                                                                                                                                           
become full, incoming messages might be rejected. Thus a word of caution:  If you use the 
cadet’s Academy e-mail address, keep your messages to a reasonable length and number. Many 
cadets will prefer to maintain a second, non-Academy, e-mail address for personal 
communication with family and friends.   
 
The current format for a cadet’s USAFA e-mail address is: C(two-digit class year)(first 
name).(last name)@usafa.af.mil.  For example, the e-mail address for cadet Joseph Smith in the 
Class of 2014 would be C14Joseph.Smith@usafa.af.mil or C14Joseph.Smith@usafa.edu 
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Phones:  Academy policy on cadet use of phones has changed frequently, particularly for fourth 
class cadets. Traditionally, phone calls were very restrictions are based on Squadron rules.  More 
recently, basic cadets have been allowed to use cell phones after Acceptance Day, however, this 
decision is reviewed each year. 
 
Publications for Parents  
 
There are two guides published yearly that are very helpful for parents of USAFA cadets. 
The Association of Graduates (AOG) as one of the many ways in which they support the 
Academy currently publishes the Parent Handbook. This handbook includes a daily calendar that 
details events in the coming year, information about Academy services, programs and 
requirements, and important Academy telephone numbers.  It is normally mailed to the parents 
of all cadets sometime in the late summer or early fall. A second useful guide is the USAFA 
Cadet Survival Guide, distributed to parents by USAFA Services. This is a catalog to help you 
arrange for special treats, gifts or activities for your cadet. It also contains information about 
arranging for bus transformation to airports for holiday travel. This guide is usually available at 
Arnold Hall during Parents Weekend. 
 
The Cadet Wing Media also produces several annual publications and videos that are available 
for purchase by parents.  Information about these items and ordering procedures are mailed to 
parents at various times during the year.  These include the Polaris, which is the official USAFA 
yearbook, and also a separate BCT yearbook  as well as a BCT video.  For graduating Firsties, 
the Wing Media also produces a  Graduation DVD.  
 
Useful Web Sites  
www.usafanipc.org                                   The Northern Illinois Parents Club;  includes club 

activities, photos, membership, club wear and links to 
important information. 

                                                                                
www.usafa.af.mil             United States Air Force Academy homepage                                                                                  
 
www.usafa.af.mil/usafa-images                   Cadet photo galleries of major events--all 4 classes 
 
www.usafa.af.mil/svk/cadets/cadet.htm      USAFA Services Squadron (cadet activities); 
                                                                     includes bus transportation information 
 
www.airforcesports.com                              Official Air Force Athletic Web Site.                                                         
                                                                                                                                           
www.usafa.org                                              Association of Graduates (AOG) homepage.                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                         
www.af.mil                                                   Air Force Link homepage 
 
www.af.mil/news                                          Air Force new articles 
 
www.af.mil/sites                                           Air Force major commands and bases 
 
www.falconpride.com                                   Family Net - an e-mail network for cadet parents 
 
www.gowdyprint.com/spirit.html                 The Academy Spirit (USAFA base newspaper) 
 
www.gazette.com                                          The Colorado Springs Gazette (newspaper) 
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Each year at the Air Force Academy is extremely demanding---and each has unique challenges 
as well as opportunities.  Academics throughout the four years are always rigorous, no matter 
what major your cadet chooses, and includes a large and diverse core curriculum and often heavy 
semester course loads.  Participation in athletics is also required each year, either at the 
intercollegiate or at an intramural level.  At the same time, the Academy is training the cadets to 
become Air Force officers, with increasing responsibilities of leadership each year, and a 
continuous emphasis on character development. The Academy has recently made some major 
changes in its training philosophy and methods for this officer development by shifting focus 
away from a “fourth-class” training system to a performance based  “four-class” system.  In 
January 2004, it began to implement the Officer Development System (ODS). This is a 
deliberate and integrated system that focuses on progressive, targeted leadership and training 
objectives for each class in a leadership growth model.  The leadership focus gets broader with 
each successive year, from Personal Leadership, to Interpersonal Leadership, to Team 
Leadership, to Organizational Leadership (“PITO” model). Cadets are responsible and 
accountable for training and developing their subordinates at each level, and will only use 
leadership techniques that can be employed in the operational Air Force. Indeed, the Academy is 
making a conscious effort to align itself more closely with the operational Air Force in all areas 
of cadet life. More information about the ODS can be found on the USAFA website.  The 
following summaries offer brief overviews of some of the major aspects of each cadet year. 
 
Fourth Class Year (C4C, 4 Degree, “Doolie”)  
 
A cadet’s first year at the Academy is structured in terms of a three-phased training plan. During 
this entire year, they are learning to assimilate and adopt Air Force culture and standards and 
developing personal leadership skills, including how to be a “loyal follower”.  Phase one is the                                                                                            
period from Academy entry to the end of BCT and Acceptance into the cadet wing.  By the time 
classes begin, cadets are actually in phase two, which lasts until just prior to Thanksgiving.  
Much of the cadet’s time will now focus on academics, but military training will not be 
forgotten. Indeed, perhaps the biggest challenge of the fourth class year is developing the time 
management skills needed to try to balance all of the academic, military, athletic demands on a 
cadet’s time.  They learn how to set priorities. There is little personal time, and there are still 
many restrictions. They will be tested weekly on military knowledge, keep their rooms in SAMI 
order, perform squadron details and not wear civilian clothing. Letters of support and 
encouragement are just as necessary now as they were during Beast.  In some ways, your support 
is more important.  As the routine becomes familiar, motivation is sometimes harder to achieve.  
All cadets look forward to Thanksgiving!  Just before Thanksgiving, Phase 2 ends with a major 
training event.  While involving the entire squadron, this is meant to be a tough and challenging 
series of events for the 4 degrees over the course of several days. 
                                 
Phase 3 of the fourth class year begins after Thanksgiving break, and lasts the remainder of the 
year until sometime in May. After successfully completing Phase 2, however, the C4C cadets 
will have earned several privileges that will make their days somewhat less restrictive, such as 
using their computers for CDs, and closing their door at the end of duty day.  Christmas break is 
wonderful for both you and your cadet, but returning to the Academy afterward can be tough, 
especially after comparing notes with high school friends. It seems like a long time to go until 
the end of the year. Academics will continue to remain a focus during the spring semester. The 
final highlight of the year will be another major training event, most recently called “Pinnacle,” 
the traditional Run to Cathedral Rock, and the squadron Prop and Wings Ceremony, followed by 
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a formal Class Dining-In.  During this important Prop and Wings ceremony, all of the efforts and 
hard work of the fourth class year are acknowledged by the entire squadron, as your cadet is 
presented with his/her Prop and Wings. This insignia is worn on the flight cap symbolizing status 
as an upperclassman, and is the goal of every Doolie.  It is a tremendous achievement, and a 
major milestone in any cadet’s journey through USAFA. 
 
Third Class Summer 
 
Each Academy summer is divided into three periods, each about 3 weeks long.  The third class 
summer has two mandatory programs. One of these is Global Engagement (GE) that is done in 
combination with either “soaring” or “jump.”  These programs take place at USAFA. The other 
mandatory program is “OPS,” where the cadets visit an operational Air Force base (in the U.S.), 
and is assigned to shadow a senior enlisted person. The third period is usually taken as a three-
week leave or for summer classes.  Cadets will have an opportunity to rank their preference for 
their leave period, and also their preference for soaring or jump, although they will not always 
get their first choice. Note to parents on summer travel arrangements: Scheduled summer 
activities often change, and each program has its own permitted times of arrival and departure.  
Be sure to confirm these dates and times with your cadet before making any plans. 
                                                                                                                                           
Global Engagement is a 10-day program designed to show cadets what is involved in deploying  
to a remote area and setting up a base.  Cadets learn about the roles of civil engineers, security 
forces and services personnel in such a deployment.  They then actually stage a “deployment”, 
during which cadets will alternate assignments in each of these three areas.                         
 
All cadets look forward to the opportunity to take one of the two introductory airmanship courses 
during this third class summer. This is another 10-11 day program that is coupled together with 
Global Engagement during one summer session.  In “Soar for All”, cadets will have flight 
training in a two-seated sailplane and weather permitting have the opportunity to solo.  
Alternatively, cadets can get instruction in basic free fall parachuting, and with the successful 
completion of 5 jumps, can gain a basic parachutist rating. Some cadets from each program will 
have the opportunity to continue with more advanced and instructor training.  Parents sometimes 
like to make a trip to Colorado Springs at a time when their cadets are taking soaring or jump. 
They can see at least some of the action from the airfield, and can usually spend some time with 
their cadet---provided they are willing to be flexible. 
 
Third Class Year (C3C, 3 Degree)  
 
Before the beginning of this year, your cadet will change squadrons.  This new squadron will 
usually remain their permanent squadron assignment until graduation.  If the fourth class year is 
perhaps the hardest physically and adjusting militarily, the third class year is usually described as 
the hardest mentally. During this year, your cadet will have three main duties; academics, CCQ, 
and acting as role models and coaches to the 4 degree cadets.  Academics are generally 
considered more challenging than in the fourth class year.  Your cadet is taking a greater number 
of courses in each semester, and they are generally more difficult. Your cadet will also decide on 
his/her major during the course of this year, although some cadets declare their majors during 
their 4-degree year.  CCQ (Cadet in Charge of Quarters) is a clerical task that your cadet will fill 
many times during this year, and requires that he/she efficiently budgets their time.  It involves 
sitting at the CQ Desk, where the squadron phone is located, and acting as the squadron 
representative to answer phones, take messages, relay important information, etc. The CQ desk is 
manned primarily by 3 degrees on a rotating basis. Third class cadets have begun to move up the 
ladder of leadership, focusing on interpersonal leadership skills as they now interact with 
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subordinates as well as upperclassmen. They act as role models for the 4 degree cadets, coach 
them and guide them with spot corrections, interact with them as academic mentors. 
 
Passes are still generally limited during the third class year, and since no cars are allowed for the 
third and fourth class cadets, this year can seem long and very busy.  Letters and support from 
home continue to be vital to cadet survival. 
 
Second Class Summer 
 
Required military training for one session of the second class summer is the Operation Air Force 
program (OPS), during which time your cadet will be sent to an Air Force base either in the 
United States or abroad. This provides exposure to, and interaction with members of an 
operational Air Force unit, and is much anticipated and welcomed by all cadets.  Each base also 
tries to make arrangements for cadets to get a ride in whatever type of aircraft might be assigned                                                                                                                                      
to that base.  In general, cadets view OPS as being highly motivational and a definite highlight of 
their Academy training experience.  During a second required training period of this second class 
summer, most cadets will have a leadership position as a cadre member for first or second basic 
cadet training.  However, cadets may participate in one of several other leadership programs as 
an alternative. Again, the remaining summer session can be used for leave, summer classes, or an 
optional Academy program. 
 
After the USAFA graduation day, your cadet becomes a 2 degree, and as such, will be permitted 
to have a car at the Academy if he/she is in good standing.  Cadets really look forward to this 
privilege. Although 2 degrees will have more passes, they will probably be too busy to leave 
base often, but just knowing you have the means to do so can be a big morale booster.  
 
Second Class Year (C2C, 2 Degree) 
 
At the beginning of this academic year, each 2 degree makes an official commitment to the 
United States Air Force, both to complete his Academy program and to serve on active duty for a 
minimum of 5 years (longer for pilots).  This milestone is commemorated at a formal 
Commitment Dinner. As this time approaches many cadets who have shown no apparent 
reservations about the Academy for the first two years will still seriously weigh the pros and 
cons of this decision . If cadets decide to leave the Academy at any time after the first day of 
class, they will have to repay the United States government for the cost of their education. 
 
During the 2 degree year, your cadet will be taking more courses in his/her chosen major, and 
fewer core courses. While academics are increasingly challenging with upper level classes, by 
now your cadet has learned how to budget time, and to adjust to good as well as bad times. The 
second class cadet again moves up the leadership ladder to more senior positions in the squadron. 
They are responsible for the execution of policies and regulations set forth by the first class 
cadets. They further develop leadership skills as they train the third and fourth degree cadets. 
 
Early in the second semester, your cadet will have the opportunity to obtain a very low interest 
loan. Historically, this loan has been used by cadets to purchase a car, but currently, cadets can 
also apply it to other uses.  This is a year of major decisions, as each cadet seeks to determine 
where he/she will best serve the Air Force and also their personal goals after graduation. They 
will submit their preferences in the fall, and will receive their career assignments before the end 
of the academic year. The second class year culminates with the Ring Dance and the inspiring 
ceremony when they receive their Air Force class rings. Ring Dance is a very formal affair, 
usually at the beginning of the graduation week activities, and is one of the major events in your 
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cadet’s four years at the Academy. The Academy usually posts photos of Ring Dance on its 
website.  After the graduation parade, the 2 degrees march back to the terrazzo to find their class 
crest mounted on the wall, and then “when the hats fly” on graduation day the 2 degrees move 
into the long awaited world of being a “Firstie”. 
 
First Class Summer 
 
First class cadets assume the primary cadet leadership positions of responsibility for all of the 
military training programs during the summer. Your cadet will probably spend one summer 
training session(s) on either the First or Second BCT staff or cadre.  They will also be assigned 
to an operational Air Force base for one summer session, with most receiving an assignment in 
the same career field they will be entering after graduation.                                                                                                                                      
 
Other leadership program options include the airmanship programs, summer scientific and sports 
camps. There are other leadership opportunities that are too varied to list here.  Again, one 
summer session is usually free for leave, but many cadets choose to forfeit their leave to do 
another elective program.  Some of these include travel to other countries (as in language 
immersion programs), or summer research, during which first class cadets do research at a  
government research facility working on a project, usually in their major’s area. Indeed parents 
often find that as cadets reach their 2 degree and Firstie years, they come home less frequently, 
and spend more time taking advantage of opportunities offered by the Air Force Academy. 
 
First Class Year  (C1C, 1 Degree, Firstie) 
 
This is the year that every cadet waits for!  Academics are usually courses in areas of interest, 
and there is much enjoyment in accepting the privileges and responsibilities of a First Classman.  
In this final year, your cadet will focus on organizational leadership, and will formulate policy 
and command people. Firsties act as leaders and supervisors to develop and inspire each of the 
lower three cadet classes.  They provide leadership to the Academy and participate in the final 
step of the ladder of leadership training to become an officer in the United States Air Force.  One 
notable Firstie tradition is the celebration of 100th Night, denoting 100 days until graduation. 
The Firsties have a dining-in in celebration of this special milestone, and then leave the Academy 
for various parties.  And while the Firsties are celebrating, the fourth class cadets “re-decorating” 
the Firstie rooms, often in themes “appropriate” for the Firsties who reside there.   
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This is it!  Parents need to make hotel reservations well in advance for this gala week marking 
the completion of the cadet career and graduation.  Graduation week is full of marvelous 
traditions and activities; a celebration of four years of Academy life for you and your cadet!  
There are four days of activities, ending in commencement on the Wednesday after Memorial 
Day. Concerts, theater productions, chapel services, parades, receptions, dinners, balls, all lead 
up to the memorable day. There is the awards parade and ceremony, and the special Graduation 
Parade, during which the Firsties march out of their squadrons and the cadet wing in a wing-
formation that is the reverse of that used in the Acceptance Parade four long years ago.  
 
Prior to commencement exercises, your cadet will be commissioned as a Second Lieutenant and 
will receive his/her gold bars.  Commissioning is done in individual squadron ceremonies.   
 
Graduation itself is held in the Falcon Stadium and can be attended by parents, friends and 
relatives. Firstie Cadets will have the opportunity to request as many graduation tickets as 
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needed, rarely are there quantity limitations.  From the impressive march-on of the graduating 
Firsties at the beginning of the ceremony – to the breathtaking flying performance of the Air 
Force Thunderbirds as the graduates’ hats fly, graduation is a grand and joyous finale to your 
cadet’s Academy experience, and the beginning of his/her career as a United States Air Force 
office. 
 
 
Last Minute Additions 
 
Swearing In-Ceremony  
To assist in locating your cadet during the Swearing In ceremony, be sure to obtain their 
squadron information (Letters A thru J) from the folks at Doolittle Hall on the day of In-
Processing.  As you view the squads from the chapel area, the “A” – “Agressors” will be on your 
far left and the “J” – “Jaguars” will be on your far right.  The four flights of each Squadron will 
line up behind one another (front to back).  Thus, a cadet in Squadron E-Executioners/Flight C 
would be in the 5th column from the left and the 3rd group to the rear. 
 

AD BD CD DD ED FD GD HD ID  JD 
AC BC CC DC EC FC GC HC IC JC 
AB BB CB DB EB FB GB HB IB JB 
AA   BA CA DA EA FA GA HA IA JA 

 
     (Chapel Area) 
 
Binoculars and/or a telephoto lens will be a definite help in locating your cadet.  The cadets will 
exit to the left towards Arnold Hall and you may be able to get a better view of them as they pass 
below. 
 
 
Boots 
It is an excellent idea to obtain your boots prior to In-Processing and to break them in before 
BCT.  If you were unable to attend one of the orientation sessions, and have not yet obtained 
your boots, you can contact the Cadet Boot Issue at 719-333-3017 to obtain information on 
purchasing your boots before In-Processing.  If ordered, it can take a week or two to get your 
boots, so don’t delay!    
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There are 40 squadrons.  The squadron nicknames/patches are subject to change.  As a result of 
these changes, the extension numbers listed for the squadron CQ Desks may be different from 
what is posted below. Once the phone extensions are determined, dial as follows: 719-333-
XXXX. 

For emergencies, call the Training Wing Operations Center:  719-333-2910 
 

First Group                             Phone                        Third Group                                 Phone                  
CS01      Mach One                  4534                 CS21      Blackjacks         4666 
 
CS02      Delta Tau Deuce        4533            CS22      Raptors         4659 
 
CS03      Dogs of War    4640              CS23      Barnstormers                4529 
   
CS04      Fightin’ Fourth   4612                     CS24      Phantoms         4447 
    
CS05      Wolfpack                   4535                          CS25       Redeye         4695 
 
CS06      Bull Six              4551              CS26      Barons         4682 
 
CS07      Shadow Seven          4492                    CS27      Thunderbird                  4660 
 
CS08      Eagle Eight            4491             CS28      Blackbirds         4748 
 
CS09      Viking Nine    4574             CS29      Black Panthers        4717 
 
CS10      Tiger Ten  4500             CS30      Knights of Thirty        4711 
 
Second Group   Phone              Fourth Group                             Phone 
 
CS11      Rebeleven    4581           CS31      Grim Reapers        3050 
 
CS12      Dirty Dozen    4448             CS32      Roadrunners                    3052 
 
CS13      Bulldawgs    4757              CS33      Ratz           4300 
 
CS14      Cobras    4759              CS34      Loose Hawgs        4304 
 
CS15      War Eagles    4669              CS35      Wild Weasels              4311 
 
CS16      Chicken Hawks   4675              CS36      Proud Pink Panthers       4306 
 
CS17      Stalag 17    4501              CS37      Skyraiders          xxxx 
 
CS18      Knightriders    4777              CS38      All-stars               xxxx 
 
CS19      Wolverines               4741        CS39      Campus Rads        xxxx 
 
CS20      Tough Twenty Trolls 4712   CS40      Warhawks         xxxx 
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Service Dress It is the equivalent of a coat and tie in civilian dress.  The uniform consists 
of a blue coat and pants with a light blue shirt and dark blue tie, a service 
or flight cap.  The women wear a blue skirt of pants, double-breasted 
jacket, black pumps, and a light blue blouse. 

 
U.O.D. Uniform Of the Day.  Usually blue shirts and flight caps as determined by 

the senior officer of the day. 
 
B.D.U.’s Battle Dress Uniforms.  Camouflage fatigues. 
 
Parade Dress With white pants, both men and women wear the short blue jacket with 

two rows of buttons with white gloves and a wheel cap of white. Seniors 
wear a yellow sash with this uniform, which indicates the First Class Year. 

 
A-Jacket The Athletic Jacket is worn in cool weather with pants and tie with the 

flight cap.  It is a dark blue, zippered jacket with name, squadron, and a dn 
class patch sewn on.  When an athletic letter is won, it is also put on the 
A-jacket.  Women cadets wear navy blue slacks and blouse with the same 
athletic jacket and cap. 

 
Overcoat Worn over Service Dress, is a long dark blue double-breasted wool coat 

with two rows of silver buttons.  It is worn with gray wool scarf, gray 
leather gloves, and service cap.  Women wear identical coats over their 
Service Dress with slacks. 

 
Raincoat Navy blue straight-line raincoat, which is worn with rain cover on Service 

Cap (worn by both women and men cadet). 
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The chain of command may be expressed in a number of ways, militarily “manning charts”.  It is 
just as easily expressed in organizational form: A First-class Cadet Colonel commands the Cadet 
WING  comprised of all the cadets at the Academy.  The Wing is limited by Congress to consist 
of 4417 Cadets.  Wing Staff consists of 21 Upper-class Cadet Officers all First and Second Class 
Cadets.  Wing Staff is appointed for only one semester, thus giving more cadets an opportunity 
for leadership positions during the year. 
 
The Cadet Wing is comprised of 4 Cadet GROUPS with approximately 1100 cadets in each. 
Group Staff directs each group and consists of 14 Upper-class Cadet Officers.  Each Group 
consists of 10 SQUADRONS with approximately 100-110 cadets in each Squadron.  Group 
Staff for First Group (Squadrons 1-10) and Second Group (Squadrons 11-20) live in Group Staff 
corridors in Vandenberg Hall.  Third Group Staff (Squadrons 21-30) and Fourth Group Staff 
(Squadrons 31-40) are housed in the Group Staff corridors in Sijan Hall. 
 
There are 40 Squadrons at USAFA.  A First-class Cadet Lt. Colonel commands each.  Squadrons 
1-24 are housed in Vandenberg Hall and Squadrons 25-40 are housed in Sijan Hall.  The 
Squadron Commander and his staff change two times during the academic year, and this change 
is called a “go-around”. 
 
There are three FLIGHTS  in each Squadron with approximately 36 cadets in each Flight.  A 
First-class Cadet Captain commands each Flight. 
 
Last, there are three ELEMENTS  in each flight.  The Element is the basic unit of the Squadron.  
The Element Leader is a Second-class Master Sergeant, who is assisted by a Third-class Element 
Clerk. 
 
 Firsties, or First Classmen, are Cadet Officers. 
 Second Classmen are Senior Non-Commissioned Officers. 
 Third Classmen are Junior NCO’s (Staff Sergeants). 
 
The Basic Cadet SUMMER SQUADRONS are a temporary grouping during Beast.  There are 
10 summer squadrons, designated by the letters A through J.  There are 4 flights within each 
squadron – A, B, C, D.  The 35-37 basic cadets in each flight will generally do everything 
together as they progress through BCT.  Flights are also further broken down in small groups 
called elements.  Traditionally, basic cadets from one flight will all move into the same 
academic squadron for the first year, although there are exceptions made for various reasons to 
balance the squadrons in the fall.   
 
For basic cadet squadron A (Aggressors) - Flight A, Flight B, Flight C and Flight D will 
generally move into Cadet Squadrons 1, 2, 3, and 4, respectively.  For basic cadet squadron B 
(Barbarians) – Flight A, Flight B, Flight C, and Flight D, will move into cadet squadron 5, 6, 7, 
and 8, respectively – and so on.  The names of the 9 basic cadet squadrons are: 
 

A Aggressors  F Flying Tigers 
B Barbarians  G Guts 
C Cobras   H Hellcats 
D Demons  I Interceptors 
E Executioners  J Jaguars 
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Squadrons – 100-110 Cadets 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flights – 36 Cadets in each 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elements – 12 Cadets in each 
 

The WING  
4417 Cadets 

Wing Staff 
21 Upperclassmen 

Cadet Officers 

Group I  
1100 Cadets 

 

Group III  
1100 Cadets 

Group II  
1100 Cadets 

 

Group I  
1100 Cadets 

 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 
10. 

1. 
2. 

3. 

3. 
2. 

1. 
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Acceptance Acceptance BCT 
  
ACC Air Combat Command.  Operates AF fighters and attack aircraft. Organizes, trains, 

equips and maintains combat-ready forces for rapid deployment; ensures readiness 
of strategic air defense forces.  

 
Ac Only Academics Only. A medical restriction excusing cadets from physical and   
 military activities 
 
Ac Pro Academic Probation.  A grade point average (GPA) of lower than 2.00, or                                   
 for failing a subject. A serious academic deficiency. 
 
ACQ Academic Call to Quarters.  Time set aside to study for academic courses. 
 
AMT An Air Force NCO who oversees military training in each squadron and assists the 
 squadron AOC. 
 
ARC Academic Review Committee:  determines the status of cadets on academic  
 probation and recommends retaining or disenrolling them. 
 
Aero Aeronautical Engineering,  
 
AETC Air Education & Training Command.  Recruits, trains and educates quality people  
 for aerospace forces and the nation. This includes flight training. 
 
AFA Air Force Academy 
 
AFT Aerobic Fitness Test (1.5 mile run) 
  
A-Hall Arnold Hall. Cadet recreation center. 
 
Airborne A program run in conjunction with the Army at Fort Benning, GA, for three                                
 weeks in the summer, during which time five parachute jumps are made and                                  
 jump wings are earned.  
 
Air gardens The area on the terrazzo between the flagpole and Mitchell Hall; each tree   
 represents a graduate who died in combat in Vietnam. Forbidden area for   
 fourthclassmen. 
 
AMC Air Mobility Command.  Provides airlift, air refueling, special air mission and  
 aeromedical evacuation for US forces.  
 
AMI Pronounced Amee.  It means A.M. inspections, or an inspection made during  
 the week in the morning for cleanliness.  
 
AM-251 A course for all cadets to learn to fly gliders.  Cadets will participate in this  
 course either their third class summer or during the year. 
 
AM-490 A course for free-fall parachuting.  Successful completion of 5 jumps results  
 in award of basic parachuting rating and badge.                                            
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AOG Association of Graduates. The Academy’s alumni association. They provide  
 services to USAFA graduates, and actively support the mission of the Academy. 
Astro Astronautical Engineering 
 
AOC Air Officer Commanding.  The officer, usually a Major, directly in charge of  
 your cadet’s squadron.  He/she is the one you talk to when you or your cadet  
 has any problems. 
 
ATA Actual Time of Arrival 
 
ATD Actual Time of Departure 
 
Athletic List List for Athletic Performance, earned for achieving a Physical education average   
 (PEA) of 3.0 or higher.  Based on the PFT, the AFT, and physical education  
 courses. Signified by a lightning bolt worn on the left breast pocket.  
 
BCG Basic Cadet Glasses, or Birth Control Glasses:  the ugly, plastic square rimmed  
 “issue” glasses that will not break. Used for BCT 
 
BCT Basic Cadet Training.  Initial 6-week summer training for basic cadets. 
 
BOR Base of Ramp. Bottom of the ramp between Vandenberg and Fairchild Hall.  
 The place where your cadet first sets foot on Academy grounds. 
 
Black Death Mitchell Hall Coffee.  The coffee is not really that bad, but the phrase is 
 just nice to use.  
 
Blue Magic The USAFA comforter on the bed. Seems to have a special drawing power for  
 cadets in need of sleep.                                                                                             
 
Blue Tube Cadet TV broadcasts on the Academy. 
 
Bogey An unidentified flying object or radar blip 
 
Bomb To do very poorly, i.e. on an exam  
                                                                                                                 
BP Business Pass.  Issued so that personal business may be taken care of during the 

day. 
 
Buy the Farm To die in a crash or in combat 
 
Cadet Wing Military organization of all cadets, consisting of 4 groups, totaling approximately  
 4,000 cadets. 
 
Canoe U. United States Naval Academy at Annapolis 
 
CC Colorado College in Colorado Springs.  There are girls there. 
 
CDB Commandant’s Disciplinary Board.  For those who make big mistakes. 
 
Ceiling The maximum height an aircraft can reach, or in another usage, the height of the  
 cloud cover. 
                      
Chapel Hills Mall A shopping mall just outside the AFA South Gate in Colorado Springs 
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CIC Cadet in Charge 
 
CINC Commander in Chief 
 
Citadel A military school located in South Carolina; also a mall in South Colorado Springs 
 
Comm Commandant of Cadets.  In charge of the military aspects of the Academy 
 
Community Center Location of Base Exchange (BX), Commissary, and Academy Preparatory School 
 
Comm’s List To place in the top fourth of your class on the Military Order of Merit qualifies you 
 for this list.  It is signified by a wreath worn on the left pocket of uniform. 
 
Command Post Cadet Wing Operations Center; in charge of day-to-day operation of Cadet Wing 
 
Com Shop Where the Comm works.  On the north side of Fairchild Hall. 
 
Comp Sci Computer Science.  It is a very tough subject to do well in. 
 
CONUS Continental United States 
 
COS Colorado Springs.  Sometimes also referred to as C-Springs 
 
Con Pro  Conduct probation for cadets who demonstrate a less-than-desired conduct or                                              

attitude. 
 
Contrails The handbook of Fourth Class Knowledge, or the white lines in the sky left by jets. 
 
Confinement A punishment during which a cadet is required to stay in his room for 1 hr 50 at a  
 throw. 
 
Core Courses The prescribed curriculum 
 
Corps A term used to refer to the AF Cadet Wing by people who don’t realize that Cadets  
 don’t like to be called the Corps.  The term is Wing. 
 
Cover Military headgear. 
 
Cretin A term applied to an individual who makes many dumb moves. 
 
Crew Chief An enlisted man who is in charge of the aircraft’s passengers and cargo 
 
CQ or CCQ Cadet in Charge of Quarters.  Usually a Third Classman.  The job involves   
 answering phones, and a lot of paperwork and legwork all in one day. 
 
CQ desk   The desk where the squadron telephones are, and where the CQ is posted 
 
CQ Shack The orderly room where the group telephone is located. 
 
CS Cadet Squadron, usually followed by a two digit number 
                                                                                                                                                    
CG Cadet Group 
 
C-Store The Cadet Store located in Vandenberg Hall.  For cadet use only. 
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CSU Colorado State University, at Fort Collins, Colorado 
 
CU Colorado University, at Boulder, CO. 
 
DAF Department of the Air Force.  Your cadet’s boss 
 
DOD Department of Defense.  DAF’s boss. 
 
Dead week The week between spring finals and graduation 
 
DF Dean of the Faculty  
 
Deputy Comm Deputy Commandant for the Cadet Wing. 
 
DFC Distinguished Flying Cross   
 
DI Dormitory Inspection.  A First Classman who makes sure everyone is in his room 

by taps. 
 
Dining In/Out Ceremony where a group of officers and cadets get together and have a formal  
 dinner. 
 
Dean’s List An award for receiving above 3.00 grade point average.  Signified by a star worn 

on the left pocket of uniform.  
 
Doolie A Fourth Classman.  Equivalent to a freshman in a regular university.  Used mostly 
 by AOG members that graduated prior to 1980 and parents club members. 
 
DODO A cadet underground humor magazine, usually for cadets eyes only (Cadets find  
 very humorous) 
 
DU Denver University 
 
DR Dead Reckoning.  A method of navigation 
 
DSC Distinguished Service Cross  
 
ECM Electronic Counter Measures.  Devices for protecting an aircraft from attack. 
 
EE Electrical Engineering.  Pronounced “double E”. 
 
Edge Dressing Shiny black fluid used to shine heels and soles of military shoes. 
 
EI Extra Instruction.  Tutoring in a specific subject. 
 
Element The basic unit of a squadron, consisting of about 12 cadets. 
                         
Elint Electronic Intelligence 
 
ETA Estimated Time of Arrival 
 
ETD Estimated Time of Departure  
 
EXEC The Executive Officer.  A First Classman who is in charge of the administrative  
 function of a squadron. 
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FAA Federal Aviation Agency.  The group that makes and enforces flying rules. 
 
FAC Forward Air Controller 
 
Fairchild Hall The Cadet Academic Building.  When you see the Academy, it is the building just  
 opposite the Cadet Chapel. 
 
Firstie The First Classman.  In his last year at the Academy.  A 1st degree. 
 
Form 18 Form detailing a medical excuse from physical activities. 
 
Frat Fraternization.  Unprofessional relationship. 
 
Free Fall A type of parachute jump in which opening of the chute is deliberately delayed.   
 Also called skydiving. 
 
Flight A group in the squadron consisting of three elements, or about 30 cadets. 
 
G’s In flying, it is the number of times the force of gravity is overapplied to an aircraft.  
 In eating, it stands for Guiseppe’s, a pizza palace in C-Springs. 
 
GCA Ground Controlled Approach.  Used when landing in poor weather. 
 
Grassroots Program over the Thanksgiving holiday, which uses cadets to speak to high schools 
 and answer questions about the USAFA 
 
Ground pounder A non-flying military member; non-rated Air Force, or Army, or Marine 
 
GPA Grade Point Average.  Based on a point system from 0.00 to 4.00.  See also Ac Pro  
 and Dean’s List. 
 
GR Graded Review.  A Big Test. 
 
GDO Group Duty Officer 
 
Group A group of 10 Cadet Squadron.  There are 4 Groups in the Cadet Wing 
 
Grunt Someone who has the misfortune to be in the Army 
  
Hack An accurate time fix. 
           
Harmon Hall The building housing most of the Administrative Offices.  It is right next to Arnold  
 Hall 
 
Hudson High United States Military Academy; West Point, N.Y.  (It’s on the Hudson River) 
 
Honors Course Honors versions of core courses 
 
100th Night Celebrated by Firsties, marking the last 100 days prior to graduation. 
 
Hypersonic More than 5 times the speed of sound 
 
Hypoxia A condition resulting from a lack of oxygen. 
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Hyperventilation A condition brought on by high altitude, nervousness and physical stress.  It is not  
 serious, and happens quite often during the first summer. 
 
IFR Instrument Flight Rules 
 
ILS Instrument Landing System 
 
IRI In Ranks Inspection.  Where the squadron forms up and is supposed to have their  
 best uniforms and rifles. 
 
IP Instructor Pilot.  The pilot who teaches others how to fly. 
 
Interdiction A type of warfare designed to deprive the enemy of supplies. 
 
Intramurals Sports played between squadrons in the afternoon after classes and before dinner. 
 
Jack’s Hack A cough frequently developing during 2nd BCT in Jack’s Valley due to constant  
 dust exposure. 
 
Jack’s Valley Site of encampment training during BCT. 
 
JCS Joint Chiefs of Staff.  The men who make top-level military decisions. 
 
Jet Stream High Altitude Winds 
 
Jock An athlete; or one who flies fighter aircraft. 
 
Jodies Songs sung while marching in formation. 
 
Knowledge Bowl Doolies are given the opportunity to display their grasp of military knowledge. 
 
LAPES Low Altitude Parachute Extraction System 
 
LMD Last Military Duty 
 
LOX Liquid Oxygen, a rocket fuel component 
 
LOREN Long Range Navigation 
            
MACH The ratio of your speed to the local speed of sound.  At the speed of sound, the   
 Mach is 1; at twice the speed of sound, it is called Mach 2, etc.  
 
Max To do something extremely well. (i.e., 100% on a quiz) 
 
Minutes Fourth class cadets call out the number of minutes until a mandatory formation;   
 upperclass “alarm clocks” 
 
MOM Military Order of Merit 
 
Mitchell Hall The cadet dining hall.  Referred to as Mitch’s 
 
MPA Military Proficiency Average.  Military evaluation every semester, based on a 0.00  
 to a 4.00 scale 
 
MRC Military Review Committee 
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MWC Mountain West Conference; the athletic association in which the Falcons compete 
 
MWR Morale, Welfare and Recreation. 
 
M-days; T-days Alternating days of the academic week 
 
NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
 
NCO Non-Commissioned Officer 
 
NET Not earlier than 
 
NLT Not later than 
 
NORAD North American Air Defense Command.  Located beneath the Cheyenne Mountain, 
 south of the Academy, near C-Springs. 
 
NBC Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Warfare 
 
ODP One Day Pass, which can be taken after all military duties are through.  The cadet  
 can go anywhere, but must be back by taps. 
 
OER Officer’s Efficiency Report.  The method by which officers are rated and promoted. 
 
OIC Officer in Charge 
 
ONP Overnight Pass.  Same as ODP, but cadet can stay out for that evening. 
 
OPA Overall Performance Average; Based on combined academic, military and athletic  
  performance; used as a basis of graduation class standing. 
           
Ops Operation Air Force.  A cadet summer military training program at operational AF  
 bases both in the United States and abroad. 
 
ORI Operational Readiness Inspection----a simulated wartime mission efficiency rating 
 
OTF “Over the fence”. A cadet being off base without permission; AWOL 
 
PFT Physical Fitness Test 
 
Polaris The North Star.  Symbol and name of the cadet year book. 
 
PQ Pilot Qualified; status of being physically qualified to attend pilot training 
 
PRO Short for “probation” 
 
P-School The AFA Prep School near the Academy proper 
 
Preppie Prep School student 
 
Prog Progress report.  Middle of the academic semester after the first 21 lessons. 
 
Prop & Wings The emblem of an upperclassman; the goal of every fourthclassman 
 
Peer Ratings Method by which MOM is determined 
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Ramp The thing that looks like a driveway from the officers’ parking lot up to the 
terrazzo level. 

 
Rated An officer qualified to fly or navigate military airplanes 
 
Ring Usually referred to as the “Class Ring”, received at the end of the second class year 
 
SAMI Saturday A.M. Inspection.  The formal room inspection. 
 
SAR Squadron Assembly Room 
 
SDO Squadron Duty Officer.  A First classman who stays in the cadet area during his/her 
 time of duty to handle any emergency that might arise.  
 
Shirt garters Elastic bands that attach to your socks and the bottom of your shirt to give you a  
 perfect tuck. 
 
Sijan Hall Cadet dormitory named after Capt. Lance P. Sijan, the only USAFA graduate to  
 win the Medal of Honor (awarded posthumously). 
 
SOD Senior Officer of the Day. A First classman in charge of the Command Post.                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                      
SOP Standard Operating Procedure.  The equivalent of saying “It’s always been done  
 like this.” 
 
SP Security Police, the guards who wave to you at the gates. 
 
Spirit mission Activities used to demonstrate support for athletic events or individual squadrons 
 
Squadron A group of three flights, for a total of about 105 men and women.  There are 

currently 40 squadrons at the Academy. 
 
Squadron shuffle Changing squadrons between class years 
 
Squid Someone unfortunate enough to be in the U.S. Navy  
 
Staff Tower  The balcony portion of the cadet dining hall where Wing Staff and any visiting  
 dignitaries eat. 
 
Supersonic Faster than the speed of sound 
 
Superintendent The most senior officer at the Academy, responsible for all elements of cadet  
 training and education.  Usually a Lieutenant General. 
 
Supt’s List Superintendent’s List, for academic, military, and athletic performance. Must be on
 the Dean’s List, the Comm’s List and the Athletic List concurrently. Signified by a  
 star inside a wreath with two lightning bolts below and worn on the left pocket of  
 uniform.  
 
IFT Introductory Flight Training. Prepares cadets for undergraduate pilot training. 
 
 
TDY Temporary Duty, leaving one’s home base and going to another base for some  
 temporary assignment. 
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Terrazzo The main level area between the dormitories and other buildings, covered with 
concrete and marble strips. For a portion of the first year, fourthclassmen are 
limited to walking/running on the marble strips. Site of noon formations. 

 
The Hill The cadet area of USAFA. 
 
Threatcom Security threat condition, with standardized identification of and responses to  
 terrorist threats against U.S. personnel and facilities.  There are 4 threatcom  
 designations above normal---Alpha to delta 
 
UOD Uniform of the Day 
 
UCMJ Uniform Code of Military Justice.  The code of laws under which all personnel in  
 the military live. 
 
UCCS University of Colorado, at Colorado Springs 
                                                                                                                                                       
UC Unarmed Combat.  A course taught in the fist class year to help cadets in the arts of 
 self-defense. 
 
Under Arms Carry a rifle 
 
USAFA United States Air Force Academy.  Pronounced  “You-Saffa”.  Spelled backwards,  
 as seen on many a sweatshirt, it is AFASU. 
 
Upperclass Cadets in the 3rd, 2nd, and 1st classes; sometimes referred to as 3, 2, and1 degrees 
 
VOQ Visiting Officer Quarters 
 
Vandenberg Hall A cadet dormitory.  North side of the Terrazzo. Usually referred to as “Vandy” 
 
WKL Weekend Pass 
 
Zoo Nickname for USAFA.  The “Blue Zoo” 
 
Zoomie A USAFA cadet or graduate. 
 
 
................................................................................................................................................................. 
 
This glossary of terms obviously does not cover everything. The military is always using acronyms and 
abbreviations and expressions.  Your cadet can add to this list from time to time to increase your 
understanding of the language of the Air Force Academy and the Air Force. 
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